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ROME (AP) -- Bloody clashes between African migrants and residents in one of Italy's poorest regions over the last few days brought home a national dilemma Saturday: Many Italians don't want to pick crops in the south or toil in the north's factories, but resent the desperate foreigners who will work for a pittance.

Premier Silvio Berlusconi last year dismissed any notion of a ''multiethnic Italy.'' His conservative coalition, which includes the anti-immigrant Northern League party, has repeatedly cracked down on illegal immigration, sometimes drawing the ire of human rights advocates, U.N. officials and the Vatican.

With opinion surveys showing that many Italians blame immigrants for crime, tensions persist between citizens and foreigners -- and sometimes erupt into violence, as they did these past days in Rosarno, a town in Calabria, an underdeveloped southern agricultural region with chronic unemployment.

At least 38 people were wounded in the violence, which began Thursday night when two migrants were shot with a pellet gun in an attack the migrants blamed on racism. Violence continued Friday with clashes involving Africans, Rosarno residents and police. Among the more seriously wounded were three migrants beaten with metal rods.

By Saturday, the violence had largely subsided, except for a pellet-gun shooting that wounded a migrant on the outskirts of town, police said, and authorities began busing out some of the hundreds of frightened and angry migrants.

Others, lugging shabby suitcases or tossing duffel bags over shoulders, headed for train stations or left in cars if they could arrange rides, said Laura Boldrini, an official from the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees in Italy.

''Even if they haven't collected their pay, they prefer to lose the money. That gives the measure of their fear,'' Boldrini said in a telephone interview from Rosarno.

Perhaps half the 1,000 or so migrants -- from Ghana, Nigeria and other African nations -- chose to stay for now, many sleeping in tents or cardboard ''rooms'' in a dilapidated, abandoned former cheese factory on the outskirts of town.

Some have work permits, many are clandestine workers and others have refugee status, said Boldrini.

Just over a year ago, two migrants were shot in Rosarno, one losing his spleen, Boldrini said. Then, the migrants reacted with a ''peaceful march.''

This time ''the immigrants reacted with violence, and this in turn triggered a spiral of violence,'' the U.N. official said.

Many of the migrants in Rosarno came from Italy's north after factory jobs dried up last year because of the economic crisis, Boldrini said. That increased the migrants' pool of labor for backbreaking dawn-to-dusk crop picking paying about euro20-25 ($30-37.50) a day.

Although unemployment runs some 20 percent in the south -- and at least double that among youth -- few locals are willing to work so hard for so little: The kiwi, mandarin oranges and other citrus fruits are harvested by the migrants.

The latest violence ''must be an occasion to reflect on immigration policy,'' said Boldrini. While there are clandestine migrants, ''their work is needed and they are exploited,'' she said.

Opposition politicians accused Berlusconi's government of failing to enforce laws requiring immigrants to have a job and proper housing to be granted residence permits. But Interior Minister Roberto Maroni, the top law-and-order official in the Cabinet and a leading Northern League politician, blamed previous center-left governments for ''too much laxity.''

Berlusconi's government is split over whether to make it easier for immigrants to become citizens. On Friday, Education Minister Mariastella Gelmini announced a cap of no more than 30 percent of foreign children in Italy's public school classrooms, sparking criticism the measure would hurt the social integration of immigrants.

For decades, Italy was spared many of the social problems several Western European nations, including Germany and France, had in integrating large immigrant populations.

Then Italy's immigrant population began to soar. Nobody knows how many foreigners are clandestine migrants, although charity groups say as many as one-half the workers might be toiling without permits.

According to the national statistics bureau, Italy had about 300,000 immigrants in 1980. Last year, the number of non-Italian residents was nearly 3.9 million, in a country of 60 million.

Last year, Berlusconi defended his government's decision to send boatloads of potential asylum seekers back to Libyan shores, where they had set sail in smugglers' boats. He said a multiethnic society ''is not our idea'' of Italy.

The U.N. refugee watchdog, church officials, and human rights and humanitarian groups decried the crackdown, which included a requirement that school principals and doctors report illegal immigrants.

The Vatican's No. 2 official, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, on Saturday decried the migrant labor plight in Rosarno and urged ''peace, reconciliation and reciprocal acceptance.''
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Migrants Riot in Southern Italian Town 
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ROSARNO, Italy (AP) -- Hundreds of migrant workers, most of them Africans, went on a rampage Friday in a southern Italian town in a second day of rioting, with authorities reporting at least 37 wounded, including 18 police officers and five migrants.

Violence ebbed and flared throughout Friday in Rosarno, a town near the western coast of Calabria in the ''toe'' of the Italian peninsula. The clashes in the volatile area had begun a day earlier, when two migrants were wounded by pellet fire, said a top police official, Renato Cortese, in the regional capital.

Police reinforcements were being sent in the next hours, likely during the night, with the exact number still being decided, the Interior Ministry said.

Friday evening, another two migrants were wounded in the feet and legs by pellet fire, and three more were seriously injured when they were beaten with metal rods, police and hospital officials said.

The two migrants shot Friday were in the hamlet of Laureana di Borrello, 10 kilometers (6 miles) from Rosarno, said Cortese. There was no information about the attacker.

Officials at Santa Maria degli Ungheresi Hospital in the nearby town of Polistena said one of the migrants beaten by metal rods had surgery for a kidney injury and another was treated for an eye socket injury, and the third wounded in the attack was taken to another hospital for brain surgery.

The rioting began after Thursday's shooting, in which two men -- one from Nigeria, the other from Togo -- were lightly injured. The foreigners angrily blamed that shooting on racism, and groups of protesters stoned police, attacked residents and smashed shop windows and cars.

Friday, angry migrants, mostly from African nations, some armed with metal bars or wooden sticks, scuffled with police and residents in the streets of Rosarno.

Other residents were holed up in their homes, state radio reported, and schools and shops were shuttered.

''I'd say you could step out and buy some bread only because you have to eat, but if I had to choose I wouldn't go out for an evening stroll,'' said Cortese, asked by the AP in a telephone interview how dangerous Rosarno's streets were.

Police said late Friday evening that at least 37 people had been injured, including the five migrants, 14 residents and 18 police officers.

A young mother with a bruise under an eye and a bandage on the side of her head, told state TV a group of migrants started smashing her car. The woman said that, fearful for the safety of her small children, she managed to drive about two meters (6 feet), before her attackers pushed her car into a wall. Terrified, she fled with her family, and the assailants set her car afire, she said.

With television cameras rolling in the streets, some residents shouted that they wanted the migrants to leave the town.

An exact number of arrests was not available because the clashes were continuing, although they were ''under control,'' said the paramilitary Carabinieri police press office.

Earlier, the Interior Ministry said seven migrants had been arrested.

The Italians arrested included one who tried to hit a migrant with a bulldozer as the rioters headed toward the town's center. Another Italian resident was taken into custody after trying to hit a migrant with a car, the Italian news agency ANSA reported from Rosarno, a town of 15,000 people.

Agazio Loiero, the governor of the Calabria region, told Sky TV said that the violence was ''unacceptable'' but the migrants had been ''strongly provoked.''

Thousands of migrants move to the area each year to help with the seasonal fruit harvest. Living in improvised dormitories, including abandoned factories and huts, they earn as little as euro20-euro25 ($30-37.50) in a dawn-to-dusk work day. Often without work permits, they do jobs many Italians shun, despite chronic underemployment in the poorly developed south.

Interior Minister Roberto Maroni convened a special meeting to discuss the rioting. Afterward, the ministry created a task force to deal with the violence and ''aspects linked to the exploitation of illegal labor and health care'' for the migrants.

Calabria also is the base of the international crime syndicate called 'ndrangheta. The unrest follows a recent decision by the Italian authorities to increase police numbers in Reggio Calabria after a weekend bomb blast damaged a courthouse in what was seen as a move by the mob to intimidate magistrates.

The combination of ethnic strife and organized crime has sparked violence before among migrant communities in southern Italy. In 2008, migrants rioted in the Naples area after six Ghanians were murdered in a gangland-style shooting blamed on the local Camorra crime syndicate.

------

Ariel David reported from Rome. Associated Press reporter Marco Pedersini contributed to this report from Rome. 

EL PAIS

Los africanos inician la huida de Rosarno

El pueblo calabrés registra nuevos ataques racistas, con el incendio de una caseta donde se refugiaban inmigrantes, y el tiroteo en las piernas de uno de ellos.- Algunos trabajadores no quieren marcharse porque todavía no han cobrado el sueldo 

MIGUEL MORA | Rosarno (Enviado especial) 09/01/2010 

Rosarno, un pueblo de 15.000 habitantes en Calabria, cuyo Ayuntamiento fue disuelto el año pasado por infiltración mafiosa, sigue viviendo en medio de una tensión muy alta y de aislados ataques racistas.

Los 'esclavos' africanos se rebelan en los campos mafiosos de Calabria 

La vieja fábrica de aceite donde viven los inmigrantes, jornaleros de la mandarina, en Rosarno, sur de Italia.- EFE

La noticia en otros webs

webs en español 

en otros idiomas 

Cientos de inmigrantes han abandonado ayer el pueblo en los autobuses proporcionados por la Protección Civil después de 48 horas de revuelta y disturbios. Aterrorizados, y sin saber a dónde van, los temporeros de la mandarina cuenta que no pueden soportar el racismo y el sufriemiento. "No nos dejan trabajar, y encima nos atacan y nos quieren matar", dice Steve Jhonson, un liberiano de 16 años, mientras prepara su mochila y se dispone a subir a uno de los autobuses.

Los inmigrantes que trabajan en esta próspera región de Calabria, dominada por la organización mafiosa de la 'Ndrangheta, vivían afincados en una vieja fábrica de aceite. Las tiendas de campaña individuales, colocadas unas junta a otras. Sin agua, sin luz, sin baños. Algunos de ellos dormían en unas cisternas al aire libre, oscuras y angostas, prácticamente sin respiración. Los temporeros soportaban estas condiciones de vida a cambio de 25 euros diarios a jornada completa, o a un euro por cada caja de mandarinas recogidas si trabajaban a jornada partida.

Ayer por la mañana, pese a la masiva presencia de la policía y los carabineros, los vecinos de Rosarno han seguido atacando a los inmigrantes que estaban escondidos en los campos. Diez de ellos han logrado huir de una casa aislada después de que un grupo de vecinos la incendiaran con gasolina, según ha explicado Laura Boldini, portavoz de la Agencia de la ONU para los refugiados (ACNUR) en Italia.

El padre Carmelo Ascone, párroco de Rosarno desde hace 25 años, ha explicado que la gente del pueblo no es racista, "salvo algunos jóvenes cretinos e ignorantes". "Es una guerra de pobres contra pobres, porque aquí no hay estado. Aquí manda la 'Ndrangheta", dice Ascone.

A 100 metros de la fábrica donde los inmigrantes esperan para iniciar la huida, un grupo de unos 60 vecinos vigila atentamente. "Les quitamos el hambre y ellos nos pagan destrozándonos el pueblo. ¡Qué se vayan a su casa de una vez estos negros!", dice Gino Barreca, empleado municipal. Sus compañeros, todos oscuros de piel y ojos, están armados de palos de madera y hierro. Cerca, en mitad de la carretera que lleva a la fábrica, dos furgonetas de los carabineros impiden el paso a los vecinos. Un poco más allá está el infierno.

El otro infierno, el del centro del pueblo, fue desalojado en la noche del viernes tras una jornada violenta que dejó un balance de 40 heridos, tres de ellos graves. La belleza de los campos de Calabria se convirtió en apenas 48 horas en el escenario de una cacería. "La convivencia ahora no es posible", dice el cura Don Memé, "Pero estos pobres desesperados volverán. Tienen hambre y no saben dónde ir".

"Tenemos más miedo que hambre", cuenta Petit Dennice, jefe de un grupo de trabajadores que llevaba dos semanas recogiendo mandarinas. "Rosarno es la mafia" añade. "Así que me voy a Nápoles". Pero en Nápoles también hay mafia. "Sí, pero esa mafia es buena", apunta. "No hemos venido aquí para peleas. Hemos venido a comer", añade.

La portavoz de ACNUR en Italia ha visitado en el hospital a los heridos. Cuenta que hay tres inmigrantes ingresados, uno de ellos, la víctima que provocó el estallido de rabia de sus compañeros jornaleros. "Salía de hacer la compra del supermercado, cuando unos jóvenes del pueblo le dispararon en el bajo vientre con una pistola de aire comprimido", explica Boldini. Tiene la ingle llena de perdigones. Los otros dos tienen disparos en las piernas, y uno de ellos recibió el impacto de más de cincuenta balines.

"Hay todavía muchos temporeros escondidos en los campos que no han podido cobrar la paga y no quieren marcharse. Todos tienen miedo, pero también necesidad de cobrar ese dinero", agrega Boldini.

Algunos inmigrantes, que recorren el país de norte a sur buscando su jornal durante todo el año, han abandonado el pueblo por sus propios medios, en coches o trenes. El éxodo de los desesperados tiene el sabor de la derrota. Con el miedo en los ojos, cuatro muchachos de apenas 20 años, están sentados en la estación de ferrocarril de Rosarno, esperando a que llegue el tren. Les escoltan varios policías, pero nadie podría asegurar que vayan a tener, a partir de ahora, en otro lugar, una vida segura. En el bar, el camarero le dice a una gitana: "Italia para los italianos, y al que no le guste, a su casa".

EL PAIS

El sur de Italia recupera la calma tras el traslado de más de mil inmigrantes

Unos 200 jornaleros han abandonado por sus propios medios la localidad de Rosarno para evitar más tensiones 

La localidad italiana de Rosarno (en el sur) ha recuperado hoy la calma después del traslado, en las últimas horas, de más de mil inmigrantes a centros de acogida de ciudades próximas para evitar que se repitan los violentos enfrentamientos con los vecinos de días anteriores. Según el Ministerio del Interior, más de 1.100 inmigrantes que trabajaban como jornaleros en los campos de la zona han sido trasladados desde la noche del pasado viernes a centros de acogida de Bari y Crotona, dos de las mayores ciudades del sur de Italia.

"En Rosarno sólo nos quieren matar" 

La noticia en otros webs

webs en español 

en otros idiomas 

Asimismo, los medios de comunicación italianos informan hoy de que unos 200 inmigrantes han abandonado por sus propios medios la localidad sureña para evitar el clima de tensión que se había desatado desde que salieran a manifestarse por las calles en la noche del pasado jueves en protesta por una agresión a dos de ellos. Según los últimos datos, 53 personas permanecen heridas a causa de los enfrentamientos, de las cuales 21 son inmigrantes y cuatro de ellos recibieron disparos de armas de fuego.

Esta noche no se han señalado episodios de violencia en las calles de Rosarno, pero la Policía sigue vigilante a la espera de que el peligro de nuevos altercados desaparezca, toda vez que está previsto que una de las antiguas fábricas en las que se alojaban los jornaleros sea demolida en las próximas horas.

Jornada de huelga

Mientras, en Internet surge la idea de llevar a cabo una jornada de huelga de inmigrantes en protesta por el "clima de racismo" que vive Italia para mostrar la importancia que este colectivo tiene en la economía italiana.

La iniciativa, de la que se hace eco hoy el diario Corriere Della Sera, la promueve el grupo '1 de marzo 2010 - Huelga de los Extranjeros', que ha escogido ese día inspirándose en una iniciativa de inmigrantes en Francia y que cuenta con un perfil en Facebook con más de 11.000 seguidres, muchos de ellos italianos.

La hipótesis de que clanes mafiosos de la Ndrangheta, la mafia calabresa, estén detrás de los altercados parece cada vez menos descabellada para las autoridades italianas. En una entrevista que publica hoy el diario Avvenire, el fiscal sustituto de la Fiscalía Nacional Antimafia, Alberto Cisterna, dice que "seguramente" quienes han disparado a los inmigrantes son hombres de la Ndrangheta para "demostrar que son ellos quienes controlan el territorio".

EL MUNDO

La mafia calabresa podría estar detrás de la violencia contra los inmigrantes

Después del desalojo de más de mil inmigrantes africanos de Rosarno, en Calabria, y de que la calma volviera poco a poco a la región, llega la hora de analizar los hechos. La Justicia ha abierto una investigación para determinar una posible implicación de la mafia en unos enfrentamientos que han dejado 53 heridos.

"Tenemos varias hipótesis por las que comenzar la investigación", ha declarado un oficial de los carabinieros en Rosarno, que ha apuntado una posible participación de la mafia calabresa, la Ndrangheta, la más violenta de todas las mafias italianas.

La Ndrangheta es sospechosa de haber causado diversas explosiones con artefactos caseros. Pero por ahora "la investigación está en curso", confirman los carabinieri.

El ministro del Interior italiano, Roberto Maroni, también ha reconocido que una de las hipótesis que se barajan es que la Ndrangheta esté detrás de la violencia contra los inmigrantes para conseguir echarlos de la localidad, aunque apuntó que la responsabilidad de lo sucedido se extiende a varios frentes.

Maroni ha criticado a las autoridades locales de la región, a los jefes de los inmigrantes y a las organizaciones patronales, a quienes considera en parte responsables de lo ocurrido, por ofrecer salarios míseros y condiciones de trabajo insalubres. "Antes de convertirse en un problema de orden público, podía haber sido resuelto con intervenciones en la vivienda y la sanidad: todas esas competencias de las regiones y de los entes locales que en estos años alguno se ha olvidado de aplicar".

"Es muy posible que los hombres de la Ndrangheta estén detrás de estos hechos, con el objetivo de expulsar a los inmigrantes y controlar el territorio", señala Alberto Cisterna, magistrado especializado en la mafia. De hecho, parece que la policía identificó en los enfrentamientos a varios miembros del clan, según publica el periódico 'Il Quotidiano della Calabria'.

LA RAZON

Unos 700 jornaleros africanos salen escoltados de la localidad calabresa 

Los inmigrantes africanos huyen de Rosarno tras dos días de «caza al negro»La revuelta de inmigrantes que sacude desde el pasado jueves un pueblo de Calabria parece controlada.

10 Enero 10 - D. Menor Compártelo:          Rosarno- En la pequeña localidad calabresa de Rosarno ya no quieren africanos en sus calles. Hasta el pasado jueves las mafias de la inmigración y los agricultores toleraban su presencia en los campos de mandarinas mientras el margen de beneficio fuera lo suficientemente holgado. Pero todo reventó cuando una horda de inmigrantes se hartó de poner la otra mejilla y respondió al ataque de un grupo de jóvenes locales contra temporeros africanos  con similar virulencia. La revuelta de esclavos del siglo XXI, protagonizada por centenares de espartacos negros, se llevó por delante coches y escaparates de una ciudad relativamente tranquila. Sus ciudadanos respondieron a la rebelión a palos y tiros, desatando una violenta «caza al negro» que se saldó con cuatro jornaleros heridos de bala.  

La resaca tras dos noches de tensión ha dejado patrullas de italianos armados con carabinas que disparan a cualquier negro que vean por las calles, ayer mismo hubo otro herido por arma de aire comprimido, y una sensación de pánico creciente entre los subsaharianos.

Ayer, más de 300 salieron huyendo en autobús a primera hora del día escoltados por las patrullas ciudadanas de calabreses encendidos. La mayoría de los inmigrantes, procedente de Ghana, Nigeria y otros países africanos, estaban acampados en tiendas de campaña o durmiendo entre cartones en el interior de una fábrica de queso abandonada a las afueras de Rosarno, sin calefacción y con los cristales de las ventanas hechos añicos.

Su salida de la localidad sureña fue acogida con aplausos por los vecinos que desde primeras horas habían salido a la calle para enfrentarse a los inmigrantes. La Policía italiana, que efectuó un amplio despliegue en la zona ante el elevado grado de tensión, ha detenido a ocho personas como consecuencia de los incidentes. 

El viernes pasado por la noche ya fueron desalojados unos 250 inmigrantes y trasladados desde las instalaciones de la antigua fábrica papelera de «La Rognetta», donde se alojaban, al centro de acogida de la vecina localidad de Crotona. El centro de primera acogida «Santa Ana» de Crotona, que tiene capacidad para 1.458 personas, alberga ya, según informan los medios de comunicación italianos, a mil inmigrantes, entre ellos los que llegaron anoche desde Rosarno.

La «caza al negro» ha forzado la salida en total de unos 700 inmigrantes hacia los pueblos cercanos. Ahora su mayor preocupación es cobrar lo que se les adeuda por trabajar 12 horas diarias a cambio de apenas 20 euros. Un salario por el que ningún joven calabrés movería un dedo pese a la abultada masa de parados que tiene la región.      

Los últimos datos oficiales informan de 66 heridos, de ellos 19 agentes, 17 vecinos del lugar, y cinco inmigrantes –tres de ellos de gravedad– como resultado de los altercados registrados desde la noche del pasado jueves. Aunque la situación parece controlada, la Policía italiana se mantiene alerta ante el temor de nuevos ataques.

Preocupación en la Santa Sede

El secretario de Estado de la Santa Sede, el cardenal Tarcisio Bertone, expresó ayer durante una misa celebrada en el Vaticano su «preocupación» por los hechos y por «las graves condiciones de trabajo a las que son sometidos los inmigrantes». La realidad es que los jornaleros vivían hacinados en circunstancias infrahumanas en una vieja fábrica abandonada o al aire libre. El cardenal Bertone añadió que la línea que se debe seguir es la de «paz, reconciliación y aceptamineto mutuo». En la noche del viernes, el día después de que comenzara el ataque a los inmigrantes, unos 250 de ellos fueron trasladados desde su «hogar» (la antigua fábrica) en Rosarno a un centro de acogida de la ciudad vecina

TELEGRAPH 

Police quell immigrant riots in Italy 

Police reinforcements were urgently sent to southern Italy after African migrant workers armed with rocks and metal poles fought pitch battles with locals in a protest over appalling living conditions and alleged racism. 

By Nick Squires in Rome 

Published: 1:05PM GMT 09 Jan 2010

Nearly 70 people, including 30 immigrants, 19 policemen and 17 Italians were injured in the clashes, which started on Thursday after two Africans – from Togo and Nigeria – were shot at with air rifles by locals.

The shooting set off two nights of rioting in the town of Rosarno in the southern Calabria region, with immigrants saying they were sick of being treated like "animals", living in squalid conditions and being paid rock bottom wages for picking fruit and vegetables.

On Thursday, hundreds of immigrants, most of them from sub-Saharan Africa, staged an angry demonstration against the shooting, setting fire to cars and rubbish bins, smashing shop windows and throwing rocks at police.

They carried placards which read "We are not animals" and "Italians are racist".

Locals retaliated on Friday, beating immigrants with iron bars and trying to run them over with cars and, in one case, a bulldozer.

Two immigrants were injured after being shot in the legs with shotguns. Gangs of Italian men carried out "manhunts", looking for Africans to beat up, the local media reported. One young African man was taken to hospital for emergency brain surgery after being struck on the head.

About 2,000 migrant workers held a sit-in in the centre of Rosarno while Italians blocked roads with barricades and called for the foreigners to be expelled.

The attacks continued on Saturday, with a group of men in a car shooting another African man with an air rifle near the town of Gioia Tauro, a few miles from Rosarno.

Thousands of illegal immigrants, or "clandestini", have poured into Italy in recent years, with the authorities turning a blind eye to their lack of official documentation.

In the south of the country they are employed on farms and in orchards, picking fruit and vegetables for as little as 25 euros a day.

They take the jobs that Italians shun. Some of them are qualified as engineers and teachers, while others are asylum seekers and political refugees.

Many live rough in tents pitched in abandoned factories, with no lavatories, running water or electricity.

A team from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees was expected to visit the area on Saturday. A spokeswoman, Laura Boldrini, called for urgent action to be taken about the "inhuman conditions in which these workers are living: the unhealthy cabins without water, without hygiene".

"We're here to work. I risked my life to come to Italy by sea," said a Moroccan, Ahmed. "I thought I"d find paradise, instead my life here is hell."

Around 300 immigrants were rushed away from the area in buses with police escorts, with locals jeering and applauding as they were taken to an emergency shelter in a town 100 miles away.

The interior minister, Roberto Maroni, a member of the Right-wing, anti-immigrant Northern League party, said the tensions were a result of "too much tolerance towards clandestine immigration".

"In all these years illegal immigration has been tolerated without doing anything effective, an immigration that on the one hand has fed crime and on the other has led to situations of extreme squalor such as that at Rosarno".

His remark was condemned by opposition parties and human rights groups.

"What is needed now is to calm the situation in Rosarno. There is mafia, exploitation, xenophobia and racism there. You have to go to the roots," said the leader of the opposition Democratic Party, Piero Bersani.

About 50,000 immigrant workers in Italy live in poor conditions similar to those in Rosarno, according to Italy's main trade union, which said they were paid "miserable salaries and have terrible hours, similar to slavery".

The union said the workers were vulnerable to exploitation by Calabria's mafia, the 'Ndragheta.

The governor of the region, Agazio Loiero, said that while the violence was "unacceptable", the migrants had been "strongly provoked".

The riots were the latest outbreak of tension between foreign migrants and locals in Italy's underdeveloped south.

In 2008, migrants rioted in a town close to Naples after six Africans were murdered in a gangland-style shooting blamed on the Camorra mafia

AFP

Italians evacuate migrants, bring in police after clashes

More than 900 immigrants fled a southern Italian town on Saturday after residents violently attacked African farm workers. Skip related content

The clashes which began late Thursday left 67 people injured in the Calabrian town of Rosarno, but calm was generally restored Saturday, with barricades erected by locals dismantled and shops open.

The injured included 31 foreigners, the latest of whom was fired at with a shotgun on Saturday, as well as 19 police officers and 17 locals, police said.

Locals applauded as buses with police escorts left, taking immigrants from Rosarno to the towns of Crotone, 170 kilometres (105 miles) away, and Bari, around 400 kilometres (260 kilometers) to the northeast.

"Around 910 foreigners have been evacuated to Crotone and Bari," local police chief Mario Morcone told AFP.

A further 210 immigrants were expected to depart during the evening and night, taking the total to leave the area past 1,100, Morcone said, adding that the situation in Rosarno was slowly returning to normal.

The Italian authorities have said immigrants taking the special buses will not be arrested, even if they arrived in the country illegally.

Some of the immigrants who came to the region in their thousands to work on the fruit harvest are fleeing despite being owed wages by their employers.

Francis, a 25-year-old from Ghana, said he was owed 200 euros (290 dollars) but was too frightened to stay. "If we don't leave, we will die," he said, "We came here to work and now people are shooting at us."

The violence broke out Thursday when hundreds of immigrants, most of them Africans employed illegally, demonstrated after some of them had been shot at with air rifles, according to Italian news agency ANSA.

Demonstrators set fire to cars and smashed windscreens before police intervened, leading to a scuffle that left several of the demonstrators injured.

On Friday, local residents set up roadblocks and occupied the town hall, before violence erupted once more.

In separate incidents on Friday, two immigrants were beaten and seriously wounded with iron bars, media and officials said. One of the wounded was admitted to hospital for brain surgery.

Two other immigrants were hit in the legs with shotgun pellets and five more were deliberately run over by vehicles driven by locals, they said. They suffered minor injuries.

Interior Minister Roberto Maroni, a member of the anti-immigrant Northern League party, said the tensions were a result of "too much tolerance towards clandestine immigration".

The right-wing newspaper Il Giornale, owned by the family of Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, agreed that illegal immigrants should be kept out.

The majority of workers in Rosarno lived in a disused factory just outside the town of 15,000 inhabitants, with just eight chemical toilets and three showers for 1,000 people.

Compared to other immigrants camping out in freezing conditions in old farm buildings, those living among the factory's old machines and pipes were the lucky ones.

According to Italy's main trade union CGIL, about 50,000 immigrant workers in Italy live in poor conditions similar to those in Rosarno, being housed in insalubrious huts without running water.

It said immigrants employed as farm labourers earned low wages of around 25 euro (36 dollars) a day.

One employer, Pasquale Giovinazzo, 60, justified the low wages, saying the African workers were less experienced than Italians.

The union also accused the mafia of controlling the sector and criticised Maroni's statement, saying immigrants were paid "miserable salaries and have terrible hours, similar to slavery".

THE INDIPENDENT

Immigrant riots rock southern Italian town as tensions explode

Fifteen arrested and more than 30 injured as African migrants clash with police 

By Michael Day in Milan

Saturday, 9 January 2010

Simmering racial tensions in southern Italy have exploded into violence, with hundreds of African immigrants rioting in the Calabrian town of Rosarno. 

In one of the worst-ever incidents of racial unrest in Italy, the violence broke out on Thursday evening after white youths in a car fired air rifles at a group of immigrants returning from working on farms.

Two immigrants were slightly injured by the gunfire. "Those guys were firing at us as if it was a fairground," a Moroccan identified as Kamal told La Repubblica newspaper. "They were laughing, I was screaming, other cars were passing by but nobody stopped."

In a furious reaction, immigrant farm labourers fought pitched battles with police that lasted into the early hours. Dozens of cars were smashed with bricks and bars and the driver and passengers in one vehicle injured. About 15 people were arrested and 18 policemen and 19 immigrants injured, two of the immigrants seriously. 

Yesterday, more than 2,000 Africans massed in the town centre to demonstrate against the shootings and their living and working conditions. Some chanted "we are not animals" and others carried placards saying: "Italians here are racist."

This resulted in further clashes with police officers and locals, some of whom fired weapons into the air as the tension continued to escalate. Sporadic acts of vandalism continued and schools remained closed.

By yesterday lunchtime around 100 local people were occupying the council building demanding that the police commissioner, Domenico Bagnato, clear the immigrants out of the town. 

Domenico Ventre, the former head of civil protection on Rosarno's council, condemned the rioting. "In Rosarno the immigrants are helped, and their reaction to this isolated episode on Thursday is disproportionate," he said. "We cannot accept that they devastate our town and cause fear among the citizens." 

Although the riots were sparked by the two immigrants being shot and slightly wounded, commentators said the unprovoked attack had merely brought simmering resentment to the surface.

The illegal immigrant labourers work and live in miserable conditions – usually in barracks with no electricity or running water. Rosarno's priest, Don Carmelo Ascone, yesterday described their living conditions as like "something from Dante's Inferno". According to the CGIL public sector union, about 26,400 immigrants were employed in Calabria's agriculture sector in 2007; fewer than 7,000 of them had permits to be in Italy.

The farms they work on pay money to the region's 'Ndrangheta crime syndicate, or in many cases are in its pocket. And despite earning just £18 for punishing nine-hour days, the workers are usually forced to hand over a quarter of what they earn to local mobsters.

The clashes come after years of growing tension between immigrants, many of whom arrive illegally, and a nation which has flipped from an attitude of easy-going welcome to resentment and rejection. The Northern League, a coalition ally of Silvio Berlusconi, has enjoyed a boom in the polls thanks to its hard line on immigration, and yesterday interior minister, Roberto Maroni, a leader of the League, blamed lax immigration policies for the trouble. "In recent years illegal immigration has been tolerated, which has increased criminality and added to the general civil decay," he said.

But opposition leader Pierluigi Bersani said many of the immigrants had been brought into the country by criminals to be exploited as virtual slave labour. "Maroni is passing the buck," he said. "We have to go to the roots of the problem: Mafia, exploitation, xenophobia and racism

BELFAST TELEGRAPH

Migrants stage riot in Italian town

Saturday, 9 January 2010 

Italian riot police face a group of immigrant workers in the streets Rosarno

A Hundreds of migrant workers, most of them Africans, have gone on a rampage in a southern Italian town in a second day of rioting, with authorities reporting at least 37 wounded, including 18 police officers and five migrants. 

Violence ebbed and flared throughout Friday in Rosarno, a town near the western coast of Calabria in the "toe" of the Italian peninsula. 

The clashes in the volatile area had begun a day earlier, when two migrants were wounded by pellet fire, said a top police official, Renato Cortese, in the regional capital. 

Police reinforcements were being sent to the area overnight, with the exact number still being decided, the Interior Ministry said. 

Another two migrants were wounded in the feet and legs by pellet fire on Friday evening, and three more were seriously injured when they were beaten with metal rods, police and hospital officials said. 

The two migrants shot Friday were in the hamlet of Laureana di Borrello, six miles from Rosarno, said Cortese. There was no information about the attacker. 

Officials at Santa Maria degli Ungheresi Hospital in the nearby town of Polistena said one of the migrants beaten by metal rods had surgery for a kidney injury and another was treated for an eye socket injury, and the third wounded in the attack was taken to another hospital for brain surgery. 

The rioting began after Thursday's shooting, in which two men - one from Nigeria, the other from Togo - were slightly injured. The foreigners angrily blamed that shooting on racism, and groups of protesters stoned police, attacked residents and smashed shop windows and cars. 

Angry migrants, mostly from African nations, some armed with metal bars or wooden sticks, scuffled with police and residents in the streets of Rosarno. Other residents were holed up in their homes, state radio reported, and schools and shops were shuttered. 

Police said late on Friday evening that at least 37 people had been injured, including the five migrants, 14 residents and 18 police officers.

LIBERATION

Italie: la mafia pointée du doigt dans les affrontements de Rosarno

ROSARNO (Italie) (AFP) - Plus d'un millier d'immigrés africains ont quitté la ville de Rosarno, en Calabre, dans le sud de l'Italie, et le calme rétabli, la justice a ouvert une enquête sur une éventuelle implication mafieuse dans les affrontements des derniers jours.

Entre jeudi et samedi, ces affrontements ont fait 67 blessés, dont 31 immigrés et le pape Benoît XVI a lancé un appel dimanche au respect de ces travailleurs. "Un immigré est un être humain, différent de par sa provenance, sa culture et (ses) traditions mais c'est une personne à respecter et qui a des droits et des devoirs", a-t-il dit.

"Nous avons plusieurs enquêtes en cours mais elles ne viennent que de commencer", a dit à l'AFP dimanche un officier des carabiniers à Rosarno sous couvert de l'anonymat à propos d'un rôle possible de la mafia calabraise, la N'drangheta, la plus violente des quatre mafias italiennes.

La N'drangheta est également soupçonnée d'avoir fait exploser en signe d'avertissement une bombe artisanale, il y a une semaine, devant l'entrée du parquet de Reggio de Calabre, chef-lieu de cette région.

"Ce n'est pas une coïncidence. Quelques heures après la décision d'envoyer des renforts de policiers et de magistrats à la suite de cette explosion, nous avons le début des émeutes de Rosarno", a estimé le secrétaire d'Etat à l'Intérieur, Alfredo Mantovano à la radio publique Rai, assurant que la réponse de l'Etat serait "forte".

"Des enquêtes sont en cours", a déclaré dimanche plus prudemment sur la chaîne d'information en continu Sky TG24, Roberto Maroni, ministre de l'Intérieur, à propos de l'origine des violences à Rosarno.

"Ce sont certainement les hommes de la N'drangheta qui ont tiré sur les immigrés pour prouver qu'ils contrôlent le territoire", a estimé pour sa part Alberto Cisterna, magistrat du parquet national anti-mafia dans une interview au quotidien catholique Avvenire. Les immigrés étaient descendus dans la rue à Rosarno jeudi soir, détruisant voitures et vitrines de magasin, et disant protester contre des tirs contre plusieurs d'entre eux. Le lendemain, des groupes d'habitants se lançaient dans une "chasse à l'immigré" pour se venger.

"La police a reconnu des membres des clans locaux de la N'drangheta lors des affrontements avec les immigrés", a indiqué à l'AFP Michele Albanese, journaliste du quotidien local Il Quotidiano della Calabria.

"La mafia exploite les immigrés avec cynisme. Les cerveaux criminels savent que les immigrés clandestins ne peuvent même pas tenter de se rebeller car ils sont privés de papiers d'identité et donc de la protection de l'Etat", a dénoncé samedi Luigi Ciotti, un prêtre fondateur de l'association antimafia Libera.

Dans un éditorial, Il Giornale, le quotidien de droite de la famille Berlusconi, adresse dimanche un appel provocateur aux habitants de Calabre: "plutôt que sur les nègres, tirez sur les mafieux".

"Pourquoi les Calabrais ne tirent-ils pas sur la mafia? Les immigrés sont pauvres et faibles, laids et sales, des cibles idéales. Le crime organisé, qui tient en échec les forces de l'ordre est fort, violent, avec un esprit de revanche et donc il convient de ne pas le toucher", estime le quotidien.

Le calme paraissait revenu dimanche à Rosarno (15.000 habitants) qui s'est vidée de sa population immigrée au cours des deux dernières journées.

Selon la préfecture de police de Reggio de Calabre, 1.128 immigrés ont quitté les environs de Rosarno, dont plus de 800 transférés vers des centres d'accueil de Crotone et Bari, deux autres villes du sud.

LE FIGARO

Le calme revient à Rosarno qui se vide de ses immigrés

Environ 700 étrangers ont quitté samedi la ville italienne, où une «chasse à l'homme» contre les immigrés a fait 67 blessés cette semaine. L'immigré est un être humain à respecter», a lancé dimanche le pape.

Environ 700 étrangers ont déjà quitté samedi la ville de Rosarno après des violences, notamment une «chasse à l'homme» contre des immigrés, qui ont fait 67 blessés dans cette localité de Calabre (sud de l'Italie), tandis que 200 autres se préparent au départ.C'est ce qu'a expliqué le préfet de police Mario Morcone, tout en précisant que «la situation revient lentement à la normale».

Signes du retour au calme, les barricades érigées par la population ont été levées, l'occupation de la mairie par des habitants a pris fin et les magasins ont ouvert dans la matinée.

Rosarno a été le théâtre jeudi de violentes manifestations d'immigrés protestant contre des agressions dont certains d'entre eux avaient été la cible : elles avaient été marquées par des heurts avec la police, et suivies, le lendemain, d'exactions de la population à leur encontre.

Pour faire face à ces tensions, le chef de la police italienne Antonio Manganelli avait annoncé dès vendredi soir l'envoi d'un «important contingent de policiers» en renfort, plus de 200 selon la presse.

Manifestation à Rome

Le dernier bilan des violences à Rosarno et dans ses environs depuis jeudi est de 67 blessés, à savoir 31 étrangers, 19 policiers et 17 habitants italiens de cette petite ville de 15.000 âmes. La majorité n'ont subi que des contusions ou des blessures légères. Mais six immigrés sont encore hospitalisés, parmi lesquels deux grièvement blessés vendredi soir à coups de barres de fer.

Samedi après-midi une manifestation de soutien aux immigrés s'est déroulée à Rome, non loin du siège du ministère de l'Intérieur. Elle a donné lieu à des échauffourées entre policiers, dont un a été légèrement blessé par un jet de pierres. Au cours de cette manifestation, les immigrés présents ont demandé la démission du ministre de l'Intérieur Roberto Maroni.

La mafia montrée du doigt

Selon la presse, au moins 4.000 immigrés sont employés - en général illégalement - chaque année à Rosarno pendant deux mois pour cueillir clémentines et mandarines.

Le Haut commissariat de l'ONU pour les réfugiés et le principal syndicat italien, la Cgil, ont dénoncé leurs «conditions de vie inhumaines : cabanes insalubres, sans eau, sans hygiène» et des «salaires de misère» (25 euros par jour).

Le rôle de la mafia a également été montré du doigt. «La mafia qui contrôle le territoire, exploite les immigrés avec cynisme et une détermination impitoyable. Les cerveaux criminels savent que les immigrés clandestins ne peuvent même pas tenter de se rebeller car ils sont privés de documents d'identité et donc de la protection de l'Etat», a déclaré à La Stampa don Luigi Ciotti, un prêtre ayant fondé l'association antimafia Libera.

Le pape Benoît XVI a assuré dimanche au cours de la prière dominicale de l'Angélus que «l'immigré est un être humain à respecter».

Sunday 10 January 2010 

Italians cheer as police move African immigrants out after clashes with locals

Mafia involvement is suspected as riots leave scores injured

· Tom Kington 

· The Observer, 

Local people clapped and cheered yesterday as hundreds of Africans were moved by police out of a small town in Calabria following clashes in which immigrant farmworkers were shot at, severely beaten and run over.

More than 300 immigrants were loaded on to buses in the riot-torn town of Rosarno, destined for immigrant holding centres. Meanwhile, an immigrant was shot from a moving car with a pellet rifle, bringing to five the number who have been shot.

The first shooting, last Thursday, provoked a violent protest march by Africans through Rosarno, which left 66 injured. A second immigrant was beaten with metal bars yesterday despite a heavy police presence in and around Rosarno.

"There is a very serious security problem here and many immigrants working on local farms are scared and just want to get out, even though many have not been paid," said Laura Boldrini, a UN official, after touring some of the disused factories in which immigrants sleep after returning from poorly paid shifts in nearby fields.

"My fear is that the government will use this opportunity to expel those who do not have permits to stay in Italy," said Jean-Léonard Touadi, Italy's only black MP.

Reportshave emerged of mafia involvement in a vigilante-style response by locals to the immigrants' protest, including setting up a roadblock and hunting down stray Africans in the streets of Rosarno. Among the Italians arrested was Antonio Bellocco, 29, who is related to members of the feared Bellocco clan, which controls the area in which the fruit farms are situated, the newspaper La Repubblica reported.

A year ago, two immigrant pickers were shot and wounded by a gunman in the disused factory where they were staying.

"This is the very first time the Africans rebel against the local 'Ndrangheta mafia which dominates the fruit and vegetable businesses," said Francesco Forgione, a former head of Italy's parliamentary anti-mafia commission. 

"During their protest they even surrounded the house of an old boss in the Pesce clan, which is powerful locally, something the Calabrians have never done." 

The Pesce and Bellocco clans are both believed to be involved in racketeering at the nearby container port of Gioia Tauro.

Touadi said: "[African imigrants] need to be helped or the Italian south will this year become like Alabama in the 1920s, just as Rosarno is now."

Italie: la mafia pointée du doigt dans les affrontements de Rosarno

De Anne-Sophie LEGGE (AFP) – Il y a 8 heures

ROSARNO — Plus d'un millier d'immigrés africains ont quitté la ville de Rosarno, en Calabre, dans le sud de l'Italie, et le calme rétabli, la justice a ouvert une enquête sur une éventuelle implication mafieuse dans les affrontements des derniers jours.

"Nous avons plusieurs enquêtes en cours mais elles ne viennent que de commencer", a dit à l'AFP dimanche un officier des carabiniers à Rosarno sous couvert de l'anonymat à propos d'un rôle possible de la mafia calabraise, la N'drangheta, la plus violente des quatre mafias italiennes.

La N'drangheta est également soupçonnée d'avoir fait exploser en signe d'avertissement une bombe artisanale, il y a une semaine, devant l'entrée du parquet de Reggio Calabria, chef-lieu de cette région.

"Des enquêtes sont en cours", a confirmé dimanche sur la chaîne d'information en continu Sky TG24, Roberto Maroni, ministre de l'Intérieur, à propos de l'origine des violences à Rosarno.

Le ministre a expliqué que "la criminalité organisée a réussi à faire entrer clandestinement des milliers de travailleurs" en Italie afin de les exploiter.

Il a également critiqué les autorités locales, les employeurs des immigrés et les organisations patronales, affirmant qu'ils ont laissé pourrir la situation, n'offrant que des salaires de misère et des logements insalubres aux travailleurs agricoles, jusqu'à ce que cela devienne "un problème d'ordre public" nécessitant l'intervention des forces de l'ordre.

"Ce sont certainement les hommes de la N'drangheta qui ont tiré sur les immigrés pour prouver qu'ils contrôlent le territoire", a estimé pour sa part Alberto Cisterna, magistrat du parquet national anti-mafia dans une interview au quotidien catholique Avvenire. Les immigrés étaient descendus dans la rue à Rosarno jeudi soir, détruisant voitures et vitrines de magasin, et disant protester contre des tirs contre plusieurs d'entre eux. Le lendemain, des groupes d'habitants se lançaient dans une "chasse à l'immigré" pour se venger.

"La police a reconnu des membres des clans locaux de la 'Ndrangheta lors des affrontements avec les immigrés", a indiqué à l'AFP Michele Albanese, journaliste du quotidien local Il Quotidiano della Calabria.

"La mafia exploite les immigrés avec cynisme. Les cerveaux criminels savent que les immigrés clandestins ne peuvent même pas tenter de se rebeller car ils sont privés de documents d'identité et donc de la protection de l'Etat", a dénoncé samedi Luigi Ciotti, un prêtre fondateur de l'association antimafia Libera.

Dans un éditorial, Il Giornale, le quotidien de droite de la famille Berlusconi, adresse dimanche un appel provocateur aux habitants de Calabre: "plutôt que sur les nègres, tirez sur les mafieux".

"Pourquoi les Calabrais ne tirent-ils pas sur la mafia? Les immigrés sont pauvres et faibles, laids et sales, des cibles idéales. Le crime organisé, qui tient en échec les forces de l'ordre est fort, violent, avec un esprit de revanche et donc il convient de ne pas le toucher", estime le quotidien.

Entre jeudi et samedi, les affrontements à Rosarno ont fait 67 blessés, dont 31 immigrés. Le pape Benoît XVI a lancé un appel dimanche au respect de ces travailleurs. "Un immigré est un être humain, différent de par sa provenance, sa culture et (ses) traditions mais c'est une personne à respecter et qui a des droits et des devoirs", a-t-il dit.

Le calme paraissait revenu dimanche à Rosarno (15.000 habitants) qui s'est vidée de sa population immigrée au cours des deux dernières journées.

Selon la préfecture de police de Reggio de Calabre, 1.128 immigrés ont quitté les environs de Rosarno, dont plus de 800 transférés vers des centres d'accueil de Crotone et Bari, deux autres villes du sud.

Immigrant riot in Italy leaves 37 injured after series of beatings by white youths

By Mail Foreign Service
Violence broke out in southern Italy yesterday as hundreds of migrant workers, most of them Africans, went on a rampage in retaliation to two of their number being shot and three more beaten with iron bars by white youths. 

Authorities reporting at least 37 were wounded in the ensuing clashes, including 18 police officers and five migrants, as the violence reached its second day in the coastal town of Rosarno in Calabria. 

The riots in the region were sparked off when when two migrants were wounded by pellet fire two days 

The simmering racial tension was then exacerbated when two more migrants were shot in the same location, an unoccupied factory which serves as sleeping quarters for African workers in the hamlet of Laureana di Borrello 6 miles from Rosarno. 

In retaliation, the immigrant farm labourers went on a rampage and fought pitched battles with the police. 

Police reinforcements were being sent in the next hours, likely during the night, with the exact number still being decided, the Interior Ministry said.

Officials at Santa Maria degli Ungheresi Hospital in the nearby town of Polistena said one of the migrants beaten by metal rods had surgery for a kidney injury and another was treated for an eye socket injury, and the third wounded in the attack was taken to another hospital for brain surgery.

The rioting began after Thursday's shooting, in which two men - one from Nigeria, the other from Togo - were lightly injured. 

The foreigners angrily blamed that shooting on racism, and groups of protesters stoned police, attacked residents and smashed shop windows and cars.

Friday, angry migrants, mostly from African nations, some armed with metal bars or wooden sticks, scuffled with police and residents in the streets of Rosarno.

Other residents were holed up in their homes, state radio reported, and schools and shops were shuttered.

Cortese said of the situation in Rosarno: 'I'd say you could step out and buy some bread only because you have to eat, but if I had to choose I wouldn't go out for an evening stroll.' 

Police said late Friday evening that at least 37 people had been injured, including the five migrants, 14 residents and 18 police officers.

A young mother with a bruise under an eye and a bandage on the side of her head, told state TV a group of migrants started smashing her car. 

The woman said that, fearful for the safety of her small children, she managed to drive about two meters before her attackers pushed her car into a wall.

Terrified, she fled with her family, and the assailants set her car afire, she said.

With television cameras rolling in the streets, some residents shouted that they wanted the migrants to leave the town.

An exact number of arrests was not available because the clashes were continuing, although they were 'under control', said the paramilitary Carabinieri police press office.

Earlier, the Interior Ministry said seven migrants had been arrested.

The Italians arrested included one who tried to hit a migrant with a bulldozer as the rioters headed toward the town's center. 

Another Italian resident was taken into custody after trying to hit a migrant with a car, the Italian news agency ANSA reported from Rosarno, a town of 15,000 people.

Agazio Loiero, the governor of the Calabria region, told Sky TV said that the violence was 'unacceptable' but the migrants had been 'strongly provoked'.

Thousands of migrants move to the area each year to help with the seasonal fruit harvest. 

Living in improvised dormitories, including abandoned factories and huts, they earn as little as £18 in a dawn-to-dusk work day. Often without work permits, they do jobs many Italians shun, despite chronic underemployment in the poorly developed south.

Interior Minister Roberto Maroni convened a special meeting to discuss the rioting. Afterward, the ministry created a task force to deal with the violence and 'aspects linked to the exploitation of illegal labor and health care' for the migrants.

Calabria also is the base of the international crime syndicate called 'Ndrangheta. 

The unrest follows a recent decision by the Italian authorities to increase police numbers in Reggio Calabria after a weekend bomb blast damaged a courthouse in what was seen as a move by the mob to intimidate magistrates.

The combination of ethnic strife and organized crime has sparked violence before among migrant communities in southern Italy. In 2008, migrants rioted in the Naples area after six Ghanians were murdered in a gangland-style shooting blamed on the local Camorra crime syndicate.

Racial violence continues in Italy as four migrant workers wounded in shootings• Southern town of Rosarno suffers night of violence

• Farm workers protest against racist treatment

John Hooper in Rome The Guardian, Saturday 9 January 2010 

Two migrant workers from Africa were shot and two more beaten with iron bars last night as racial unrest continued to grip the town of Rosarno in the south of Italy, after a night of rioting and an earlier shooting in which a further two immigrants were wounded.

On a main road, close to a disused building in which hundreds of itinerant farm workers live in conditions of squalor, about 100 local people armed with iron bars and wooden staves were manning an illegal roadblock.

The latest shooting took place at the same location as the earlier attack – an unoccupied factory on the outskirts of the town that also serves as sleeping quarters for workers from all over Africa. As in the previous attack, a drive-by shooting, the victims were hit and injured with pellets from an air rifle or pistol.

Following the first incident, more than 100 immigrants rampaged through the town on Thursday night, smashing car windows with steels bars, setting rubbish bins and cars on fire, and clashing with police in riot gear.

Some 2,000 immigrants demonstrated in front of the town hall yesterday to protest at what they said was racist treatment by locals. Some shouted "We are not animals" and carried signs reading "Italians here are racist".

As the demonstrators marched through Rosarno to the town hall, a resident fired shots into the air from his balcony, allegedly to protect his wife and child, who he said had had stones thrown at them by protesters.

By nightfall, after further demonstrations by immigrants and locals, seven people had been arrested and 37 injured.

Several clashes were reported between locals and immigrant farm workers, most of whom come from sub-Saharan Africa or the Maghreb. Furious about the violence and damage, groups of locals occupied the town hall and blocked a main road.

Silvio Berlusconi's interior minister, Roberto Maroni, provoked controversy by appearing to blame earlier governments for the outburst of violence. He said: "For all these years clandestine immigration has been tolerated, which feeds crime."

But others pointed a finger at the farm workers' conditions. Father Carmelo Ascone, the parish priest of Rosarno, said they reminded him of the circles of hell in Dante's Divine Comedy. "These people live in inhuman and desperate conditions," he said.

Several thousand immigrants live in and around Rosarno while helping with the harvest of oranges and clementines.

Looming behind the disturbances is Calabria's mafia, the 'Ndrangheta. Rosarno, a town of 14,000 inhabitants, is a stronghold of the organisation, which police and prosecutors say has overtaken Cosa Nostra in Sicily to become Italy's most potent crime syndicate. In December 2008, the town council was dissolved on orders from the head of state because it had been infiltrated by mobsters and their known associates. Rosarno is currently administered by a prefect appointed by the central government.

The prefect, Domenico Bagnato, said yesterday: "The situation is serious and onerous. I have spoken to the immigrants and I have told them that we shall do everything possible to protect them. But I have also made it clear that they ought not to confuse an attack by individuals with the attitude of the entire town."

Just over a year ago, at the time of the last citrus harvest, an unknown gunman walked into a factory where several hundred farm workers were sleeping and shot two of them. One, a 21-year-old from the Ivory Coast, was seriously injured.

The latest riot began as a protest against the insecure conditions in which the immigrants find themselves. But a former town councillor, Domenico Ventre, said: "The immigrants in Rosarno are helped and assisted. Their reaction to the isolated incident on Thursday was disproportionate. We cannot allow them to devastate our town, spreading fear among the inhabitants."

In their report of arrests, the Carabinieri said that one man had been held for trying to run over a farm worker with an earth mover. Another had allegedly attempted to run down an immigrant with his car.

A smaller riot by immigrants broke out near Naples in September 2008 after a multiple killing that was linked to organised crime.

According to the Catholic charity Caritas, immigrants now account for 7.2% of the resident population in Italy – one percentage point more than the EU average. Caritas put the number of legal immigrants at 4.5 million and said the number of illegal immigrants had fallen sharply, to 422,000.

Berlusconi's government has taken a hard line against illegal immigration and made an agreement with Libya to prevent boatloads of immigrants landing on its southern shores from Africa. The boats are now routinely intercepted in international waters and returned to Libya.

Grapes of wrath

Desperation of itinerant workers

The disturbances in Calabria have brought home the fact that the wretched migrants who arrive from Africa off Italy's coastline do not disappear once they are taken ashore. Thousands end up in a transient workforce of crop-pickers that finds work in the south.

Some of the Africans who rebelled after the shooting in Rosarno will have been helping with the wine harvest in Sicily in the early autumn or picking olives in Puglia in the late autumn. Some will be intending to drift up to Campania, around Naples, next spring.

On the Gioia Tauro plain which encompasses Rosarno, they are collected each morning by overseers and driven into citrus groves for work that can last from dawn to dusk.

"They earn €25 a day", said Father Ennio Stamile of the Roman Catholic charity Caritas. "They have to send money to their countries to maintain their families and also live here. Not much is left for them. The economic crisis has exacerbated their situation."

"On the plain, there are about 2,000 African immigrants who sleep the night crowded together in a former paper mill and another large building, said Monsignor Pino de Masi, the vicar-general of the Oppido-Palmi diocese. "If anyone from central government were to see the conditions in which they live, without sanitation, electricity, water or heating, they would not be surprised by what has happened."
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Italy in racism debate as migrants quit riot town 

On Thursday, hundreds of immigrants, most of them from sub-Saharan Africa, staged an angry demonstration against the shooting, setting fire to cars and rubbish bins, smashing shop windows and throwing rocks at police.

They carried placards which read "We are not animals" and "Italians are racist".

Locals retaliated on Friday, beating immigrants with iron bars and trying to run them over with cars and, in one case, a bulldozer.

Two immigrants were injured after being shot in the legs with shotguns. Gangs of Italian men carried out "manhunts", looking for Africans to beat up, the local media reported. One young African man was taken to hospital for emergency brain surgery after being struck on the head.

About 2,000 migrant workers held a sit-in in the centre of Rosarno while Italians blocked roads with barricades and called for the foreigners to be expelled.

The attacks continued on Saturday, with a group of men in a car shooting another African man with an air rifle near the town of Gioia Tauro, a few miles from Rosarno.

Thousands of illegal immigrants, or "clandestini", have poured into Italy in recent years, with the authorities turning a blind eye to their lack of official documentation.

In the south of the country they are employed on farms and in orchards, picking fruit and vegetables for as little as 25 euros a day.

They take the jobs that Italians shun. Some of them are qualified as engineers and teachers, while others are asylum seekers and political refugees.

Many live rough in tents pitched in abandoned factories, with no lavatories, running water or electricity.

A team from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees was expected to visit the area on Saturday. A spokeswoman, Laura Boldrini, called for urgent action to be taken about the "inhuman conditions in which these workers are living: the unhealthy cabins without water, without hygiene".

"We're here to work. I risked my life to come to Italy by sea," said a Moroccan, Ahmed. "I thought I"d find paradise, instead my life here is hell."

Around 300 immigrants were rushed away from the area in buses with police escorts, with locals jeering and applauding as they were taken to an emergency shelter in a town 100 miles away.

The interior minister, Roberto Maroni, a member of the Right-wing, anti-immigrant Northern League party, said the tensions were a result of "too much tolerance towards clandestine immigration".

"In all these years illegal immigration has been tolerated without doing anything effective, an immigration that on the one hand has fed crime and on the other has led to situations of extreme squalor such as that at Rosarno".

His remark was condemned by opposition parties and human rights groups.

"What is needed now is to calm the situation in Rosarno. There is mafia, exploitation, xenophobia and racism there. You have to go to the roots," said the leader of the opposition Democratic Party, Piero Bersani.

About 50,000 immigrant workers in Italy live in poor conditions similar to those in Rosarno, according to Italy's main trade union, which said they were paid "miserable salaries and have terrible hours, similar to slavery".

The union said the workers were vulnerable to exploitation by Calabria's mafia, the 'Ndragheta.

The governor of the region, Agazio Loiero, said that while the violence was "unacceptable", the migrants had been "strongly provoked".

The riots were the latest outbreak of tension between foreign migrants and locals in Italy's underdeveloped south.

In 2008, migrants rioted in a town close to Naples after six Africans were murdered in a gangland-style shooting blamed on the Camorra mafia
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Immigrants stand during a protest in the southern town of Rosarno

Immigrants stand during a protest in the southern town of Rosarno January 8, 2010. Thousands of immigrants protested against racism in a southern Italian town on Friday, after a night of rioting that was sparked by an attack on African farm workers by a gang of white youths.
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A group of immigrant workers shouts slogans and beat on cans, during a protest in the streets Rosarno, near Reggio Calabria, southern Italy, Friday Jan. 8, 2010. Hundreds of immigrant workers rioted through a southern Italian town after two of them were wounded in a shooting that sparked clashes and arrests, authorities said Friday. Angry migrants, mostly from African nations, have been scuffling with police and residents in the streets of the Calabrian town of Rosarno since Thursday evening. The violence in the crime-ridden and volatile area started after two immigrants were lightly wounded by unidentified gunmen in an incident that the protesters deemed motivated by racism. Photo: ADRIANA SAPONE / AP 

Immigrant riot in Italy leaves 37 injured after series of beatings by white youths
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Violence broke out in southern Italy yesterday as hundreds of migrant workers, most of them Africans, went on a rampage in retaliation to two of their number being shot and three more beaten with iron bars by white youths. 


Authorities reporting at least 37 were wounded in the ensuing clashes, including 18 police officers and five migrants, as the violence reached its second day in the coastal town of Rosarno in Calabria. 


The riots in the region were sparked off when when two migrants were wounded by pellet fire two days ago, starting the cycle of violence, said a top police official, Renato Cortese, in the regional capital.


 


Rampage: Immigrant workers take part in a protest demonstration in Rosarno, Italy, after a night of rioting that was sparked by an attack on African farm workers by a gang of white youths.


 Immigrant workers smash a garbage container during a stand-off with police officers in riot gear, in the streets of Rosarno, near Reggio Calabria, southern Italy. 


The simmering racial tension was then exacerbated when two more migrants were shot in the same location, an unoccupied factory which serves as sleeping quarters for African workers in the hamlet of Laureana di Borrello 6 miles from Rosarno. 


In retaliation, the immigrant farm labourers went on a rampage and fought pitched battles with the police. 


Police reinforcements were being sent in the next hours, likely during the night, with the exact number still being decided, the Interior Ministry said.


 





Officials at Santa Maria degli Ungheresi Hospital in the nearby town of Polistena said one of the migrants beaten by metal rods had surgery for a kidney injury and another was treated for an eye socket injury, and the third wounded in the attack was taken to another hospital for brain surgery.


The rioting began after Thursday's shooting, in which two men - one from Nigeria, the other from Togo - were lightly injured. 


The foreigners angrily blamed that shooting on racism, and groups of protesters stoned police, attacked residents and smashed shop windows and cars.


Friday, angry migrants, mostly from African nations, some armed with metal bars or wooden sticks, scuffled with police and residents in the streets of Rosarno.


Other residents were holed up in their homes, state radio reported, and schools and shops were shuttered.


Cortese said of the situation in Rosarno: 'I'd say you could step out and buy some bread only because you have to eat, but if I had to choose I wouldn't go out for an evening stroll.' 


Police said late Friday evening that at least 37 people had been injured, including the five migrants, 14 residents and 18 police officers.


A young mother with a bruise under an eye and a bandage on the side of her head, told state TV a group of migrants started smashing her car. 


The woman said that, fearful for the safety of her small children, she managed to drive about two meters before her attackers pushed her car into a wall. 


 Furious: 37 people were wounded as immigrant workers rioted through the streets of Rosarno after two of their number were shot, and three others beaten with metal pipes by white yourths. 


 


Clashes: Italian police and carabinieri officers in riot gear deal with a group of protesters


Terrified, she fled with her family, and the assailants set her car afire, she said.


With television cameras rolling in the streets, some residents shouted that they wanted the migrants to leave the town.


An exact number of arrests was not available because the clashes were continuing, although they were 'under control', said the paramilitary Carabinieri police press office.


Earlier, the Interior Ministry said seven migrants had been arrested.


The Italians arrested included one who tried to hit a migrant with a bulldozer as the rioters headed toward the town's center. 


Another Italian resident was taken into custody after trying to hit a migrant with a car, the Italian news agency ANSA reported from Rosarno, a town of 15,000 people.


 


An immigrant argues with a resident during the protest. Some local residents complained of damge to property, including one woman whose car was set fire to after she had fled


 


Clamping down: Police turned out in numbers to get the immigrants transferred from Rosarno back to centers for would-be immigrants in Crotone, southern Italy. About 150 immigrants will be transferred on Friday night


Agazio Loiero, the governor of the Calabria region, told Sky TV said that the violence was 'unacceptable' but the migrants had been 'strongly provoked'.


Thousands of migrants move to the area each year to help with the seasonal fruit harvest. 


Living in improvised dormitories, including abandoned factories and huts, they earn as little as £18 in a dawn-to-dusk work day. Often without work permits, they do jobs many Italians shun, despite chronic underemployment in the poorly developed south.


Interior Minister Roberto Maroni convened a special meeting to discuss the rioting. Afterward, the ministry created a task force to deal with the violence and 'aspects linked to the exploitation of illegal labor and health care' for the migrants.


Calabria also is the base of the international crime syndicate called 'Ndrangheta. 


The unrest follows a recent decision by the Italian authorities to increase police numbers in Reggio Calabria after a weekend bomb blast damaged a courthouse in what was seen as a move by the mob to intimidate magistrates.


The combination of ethnic strife and organized crime has sparked violence before among migrant communities in southern Italy. In 2008, migrants rioted in the Naples area after six Ghanians were murdered in a gangland-style shooting blamed on the local Camorra crime syndicate.


 


An immigrant holds a placard reading 'Rosarno, why racism in Italy' in front of Italian anti-riot policemen


 


The abandoned factory turned into a dormitory by migrant workers in 
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Violence broke out in southern Italy yesterday as hundreds of migrant workers, most of them Africans, went on a rampage in retaliation to two of their number being shot and three more beaten with iron bars by white youths. 


Authorities reporting at least 37 were wounded in the ensuing clashes, including 18 police officers and five migrants, as the violence reached its second day in the coastal town of Rosarno in Calabria. 


The riots in the region were sparked off when when two migrants were wounded by pellet fire two days ago, starting the cycle of violence, said a top police official, Renato Cortese, in the regional capital.


 


Rampage: Immigrant workers take part in a protest demonstration in Rosarno, Italy, after a night of rioting that was sparked by an attack on African farm workers by a gang of white youths.


 Immigrant workers smash a garbage container during a stand-off with police officers in riot gear, in the streets of Rosarno, near Reggio Calabria, southern Italy. 


The simmering racial tension was then exacerbated when two more migrants were shot in the same location, an unoccupied factory which serves as sleeping quarters for African workers in the hamlet of Laureana di Borrello 6 miles from Rosarno. 


In retaliation, the immigrant farm labourers went on a rampage and fought pitched battles with the police. 


Police reinforcements were being sent in the next hours, likely during the night, with the exact number still being decided, the Interior Ministry said.


 





Officials at Santa Maria degli Ungheresi Hospital in the nearby town of Polistena said one of the migrants beaten by metal rods had surgery for a kidney injury and another was treated for an eye socket injury, and the third wounded in the attack was taken to another hospital for brain surgery.


The rioting began after Thursday's shooting, in which two men - one from Nigeria, the other from Togo - were lightly injured. 


The foreigners angrily blamed that shooting on racism, and groups of protesters stoned police, attacked residents and smashed shop windows and cars.


Friday, angry migrants, mostly from African nations, some armed with metal bars or wooden sticks, scuffled with police and residents in the streets of Rosarno.


Other residents were holed up in their homes, state radio reported, and schools and shops were shuttered.


Cortese said of the situation in Rosarno: 'I'd say you could step out and buy some bread only because you have to eat, but if I had to choose I wouldn't go out for an evening stroll.' 


Police said late Friday evening that at least 37 people had been injured, including the five migrants, 14 residents and 18 police officers.


A young mother with a bruise under an eye and a bandage on the side of her head, told state TV a group of migrants started smashing her car. 


The woman said that, fearful for the safety of her small children, she managed to drive about two meters before her attackers pushed her car into a wall. 
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Clashes: Italian police and carabinieri officers in riot gear deal with a group of protesters


Terrified, she fled with her family, and the assailants set her car afire, she said.


With television cameras rolling in the streets, some residents shouted that they wanted the migrants to leave the town.


An exact number of arrests was not available because the clashes were continuing, although they were 'under control', said the paramilitary Carabinieri police press office.


Earlier, the Interior Ministry said seven migrants had been arrested.


The Italians arrested included one who tried to hit a migrant with a bulldozer as the rioters headed toward the town's center. 


Another Italian resident was taken into custody after trying to hit a migrant with a car, the Italian news agency ANSA reported from Rosarno, a town of 15,000 people.


 


An immigrant argues with a resident during the protest. Some local residents complained of damge to property, including one woman whose car was set fire to after she had fled


 


Clamping down: Police turned out in numbers to get the immigrants transferred from Rosarno back to centers for would-be immigrants in Crotone, southern Italy. About 150 immigrants will be transferred on Friday night


Agazio Loiero, the governor of the Calabria region, told Sky TV said that the violence was 'unacceptable' but the migrants had been 'strongly provoked'.


Thousands of migrants move to the area each year to help with the seasonal fruit harvest. 


Living in improvised dormitories, including abandoned factories and huts, they earn as little as £18 in a dawn-to-dusk work day. Often without work permits, they do jobs many Italians shun, despite chronic underemployment in the poorly developed south.


Interior Minister Roberto Maroni convened a special meeting to discuss the rioting. Afterward, the ministry created a task force to deal with the violence and 'aspects linked to the exploitation of illegal labor and health care' for the migrants.


Calabria also is the base of the international crime syndicate called 'Ndrangheta. 


The unrest follows a recent decision by the Italian authorities to increase police numbers in Reggio Calabria after a weekend bomb blast damaged a courthouse in what was seen as a move by the mob to intimidate magistrates.


The combination of ethnic strife and organized crime has sparked violence before among migrant communities in southern Italy. In 2008, migrants rioted in the Naples area after six Ghanians were murdered in a gangland-style shooting blamed on the local Camorra crime syndicate.


 


An immigrant holds a placard reading 'Rosarno, why racism in Italy' in front of Italian anti-riot policemen
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Violence broke out in southern Italy yesterday as hundreds of migrant workers, most of them Africans, went on a rampage in retaliation to two of their number being shot and three more beaten with iron bars by white youths. 


Authorities reporting at least 37 were wounded in the ensuing clashes, including 18 police officers and five migrants, as the violence reached its second day in the coastal town of Rosarno in Calabria. 


The riots in the region were sparked off when when two migrants were wounded by pellet fire two days ago
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